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WOMEN’S HEALTH WEDNESDAY: 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT’S BENE-
FITS FOR WOMEN 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Madam Speaker, for decades, 
women in this country have unfairly 
borne the burden of excessive health 
care costs. Fortunately, through the 
Affordable Care Act, millions of women 
no longer have to worry about going 
bankrupt if they get sick. 

The Affordable Care Act ensures that 
being a woman will no longer be treat-
ed as a preexisting condition. The Af-
fordable Care Act bans insurance com-
panies from requiring women to obtain 
a referral for access to necessary OB/ 
GYN care and bans insurance compa-
nies from dropping women when they 
get sick or pregnant. 

Despite these accomplishments in 
women’s health, the war on women 
continues in Texas. Governor Perry’s 
political decision to forgo nearly $40 
million in Federal funding for the 
Texas Medicaid Women’s Health Pro-
gram will leave 130,000 women without 
access to preventative health services. 

Despite these obstacles, I will con-
tinue to fight for the increased access 
to quality health care for women in 
Texas. 
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PROTECTING ACCESS TO 
HEALTHCARE ACT 

(Mr. BASS of New Hampshire asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BASS of New Hampshire. Madam 
Speaker, today the Congress will take 
up H.R. 5, Protecting Access to 
Healthcare Act. Amongst other things, 
this bill will repeal the Independent 
Payment Advisory Board, one of the 
many ill-conceived provisions that was 
part of the so-called Affordable Care 
Act. This independent advisory board 
basically has charged 15 unelected indi-
viduals with making decisions about 
what’s covered for both patients below 
the age of 65 and Medicare recipients. 
It is the Affordable Care Act’s way of 
reducing costs, i.e., telling doctors and 
patients what they can do and what 
they can’t do. Fifteen unelected bu-
reaucrats in Washington, D.C., are 
going to tell you what you can do. 
They stand ahead of you and your doc-
tor. 

Now, this bill did not make it to the 
floor last year. It will make it to the 
floor this year with bipartisan support. 
It costs $3.1 billion, which is made up 
with a tort law reform provision which 
has been added. But that shows that 
$3.1 billion is what’s saved by denying 
Americans access to health care that 
they’ve purchased or that they deserve. 
Join me in repealing the Independent 
Payment Advisory Board. 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from New 
York for yielding time. I’m proud to 
stand with her and with other Demo-
cratic Members in support of women’s 
access to comprehensive, affordable 
health care, access that was greatly ex-
panded by the Affordable Care Act 
which passed 2 years ago this week and 
which my Republican colleagues want 
to repeal. 

Thanks to health care reform, over 13 
million previously uninsured women 
will gain access to health insurance. 
Thanks to health reform, insurance 
companies will no longer be allowed to 
discriminate against women by charg-
ing them higher premiums than men 
for the same exact policy or by denying 
them coverage altogether simply be-
cause they are women. Thanks to 
health care reform, millions of women 
with private insurance will no longer 
have to pay for preventive services like 
mammograms, cervical cancer screen-
ing, contraception, and a host of other 
services. 

As a dad of three daughters, as a 
grandfather of two granddaughters, 
and as a great grandfather of one great 
granddaughter, I am glad we did that. 
And thanks to the Affordable Care Act, 
preventive services are already free for 
Medicare beneficiaries. 

If I had the time, I’d say the other 
benefits of this bill that we ought to 
keep, and I will not join my friend from 
New Hampshire in trying to repeal a 
provision of this act. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MONICA 
PEARSON 

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I rise today 
to give a tribute to a friend, a tele-
vision broadcast icon, the talented and 
eloquent Monica Kaufman Pearson. 

In 1975, Monica became the first Afri-
can American, in fact, the first female, 
to anchor a daily evening newscast in 
Atlantic. Years later, it was revealed 
that she beat out Jane Pauley and 
Oprah Winfrey for the coveted position. 
And just like these high-profile women, 
Monica has risen to achieve extraor-
dinary success. 

For her diligent reporting and superb 
storytelling, she has won 30 Emmy 
Awards and numerous honors. How-
ever, Monica does not simply report 
the evening news. I can confidently say 
that she is one of Georgia’s finest. 
Throughout the years, she has lent her 
voice to efforts and charitable causes 
within her community, living out her 
motto: It’s what you do with what you 
have that makes you what you are. 

On behalf of the United States Con-
gress, it is my privilege to honor Amer-

ica’s and Atlanta’s top news leader, 
Monica Kaufman Pearson, for her out-
standing career and significant con-
tributions to broadcast journalism. 

We love you, Monica, and we’ll miss 
you. God bless you. 
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THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

(Mr. MILLER of North Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to sup-
port the provisions in the Affordable 
Care Act that close the gender gap in 
health care. Beginning in 2014, health 
insurers cannot charge women more 
just because of their gender. Health in-
surers cannot deny coverage because of 
preexisting conditions like having sur-
vived cancer or having been pregnant 
or having been a victim of domestic vi-
olence, a condition that is almost as 
disproportionately experienced by 
women as pregnancy. And health care 
will have to cover preventive services 
like mammograms, screening for cer-
vical cancer and, yes, contraception. 

Republicans in Congress are trying to 
block these and other reforms so that 
health insurers or employers or Mem-
bers of Congress can make women’s 
health and reproduction decisions rath-
er than trust those decisions to women. 
Madam Speaker, women can make 
those decisions. They really don’t need 
help from insurers or employers or 
politicians or radio talk-show hosts. 
Women want to make those important 
personal decisions for themselves, and 
they should. 
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PROTECTING ACCESS TO 
HEALTHCARE ACT 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to speak in strong support of H.R. 5, 
the PATH Act, which will fix two of 
the worst problems with ObamaCare. It 
repeals the Independent Payment Advi-
sory Board, a group of 15 bureaucrats 
who will ration health care for seniors 
on Medicare. 

H.R. 5 enacts medical liability re-
form. Each year, one-fourth of Amer-
ica’s doctors are hit with lawsuits, and 
90 percent of them are later found inno-
cent. These frivolous lawsuits drive up 
costs and limit patients’ time with 
their doctors. In 2003, my home State 
of Texas enacted liability reforms, 
bringing more than 14,000 new physi-
cians to the Lone Star State. Many of 
these doctors moved to rural areas, fill-
ing a critical gap in care. 

Madam Speaker, these reforms have 
lowered costs and increased access to 
care in Texas and will do the same for 
America. I urge my colleagues to listen 
to the American people and support 
H.R. 5. 
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